
DIVISION OF PROPERTY TAXATION 
Under the general laws of Colorado, the 
Property Tax Administrator (Administrator) 
heads the Division of Property Taxation.  The 
Administrator is appointed by the State Board 
of Equalization to serve a five-year term, and 
until a successor is appointed and qualified. 
 
A primary responsibility of the Division is to 
administer the implementation of property tax 
law throughout the 64 counties so that 
valuations are fair, uniform, and defensible, 
thereby ensuring that each property class 
contributes only its fair share of the total 
property tax revenue.  In other words, the 
Division's goal is equalization of valuation and 
proper distribution of property taxes 
throughout the state. 
 
The Division is comprised of four sections: 
Administrative Resources, Appraisal 
Standards, Exempt Properties, and State 
Assessed Properties. 
 
Administrative Resources 
Administrative Resources prepares and 
publishes administrative manuals, procedures 
and instructions.  It conducts schools and 
seminars regarding the administrative 
functions of the assessors’ offices.   
It conducts field studies and provides 
statewide assistance in tax increment 
financing, manufactured housing, title 
conveyance, mapping, abstracting valuations, 
certification of values to taxing entities, and 
workforce analysis studies.  The section also 
investigates taxpayer or taxing entity 
complaints.  It is responsible for various 
studies and reports such as the residential 
assessment rate study and the Property Tax 
Administrator’s Annual Report to the 
Governor and the General Assembly.  It also 
coordinates with agencies having an interest 
in property taxation.  In addition, the field staff 
works closely with assessors in all areas of 
property taxation. 
 
Appraisal Standards 
Appraisal Standards prepares and publishes 
appraisal manuals, procedures and 
instructions.  It holds schools and seminars 
regarding all areas of appraisal.  It conducts 
field studies and provides statewide 
assistance in agricultural land classification, 
natural resources and personal property 
valuation, as well as assistance in the 
valuation of residential, commercial and 
industrial properties.  The section assists in 

reappraisal efforts, reviews internal appraisal 
forms used by assessors, and investigates 
and responds to taxpayer complaints. 
 
Exempt Properties 
The Exemptions Section is responsible for 
determining qualification for exemption from 
property taxation for properties that are 
owned and used for religious, charitable and 
private school purposes.  Exempt property 
owners are required to file annual reports with 
the Division to continue exemption.  The 
section provides assistance to counties and 
taxpayers with inquiries about exempt 
properties, conducts hearings on denied 
exemption applications and revocations of 
exemption, and defends appeals of such 
denials and revocations. 
 
State Assessed Properties 
The State Assessed Section values all public 
utilities, rail transportation companies, and 
airlines doing business in Colorado.  The 
company valuations are then apportioned to 
the counties for collection of local property 
tax.  The section conducts research projects 
in connection with state assessed companies; 
assists counties and taxpayers with inquiries 
on the assessment of public utilities, rail 
transportation companies, and airlines; hears 
protests of the assigned values and defends 
appeals of such valuations. 
 
 
2008 VALUE INFORMATION 
 
Statewide Assessed Values for 2008 
The 2008 tax year was an “intervening,” or 
non-reappraisal year, meaning the actual 
values of most properties were the same as 
those established for the 2007 tax year.  The 
values generally reflect market values as of 
June 30, 2006, although certain classes and 
sub-classes of property are valued every 
year. 
 
The property valued every year includes all 
property classified as state assessed; 
leasehold interests classified as oil and gas, 
natural resource, and producing mines; and 
all subclasses of personal property. 
 
For 2008, Colorado assessed values 
increased by $2.4 billion, or 2.8 percent from 
the prior year.  Table 2 displays the 
percentage changes in value of each property 
class for 2008. 
 




